Strandness D E jr (1972) Surgery 72.253 The general practitioner's contribution to undergraduate medical education In the field of education for general practice efforts have been made in the last four years by several European bodies to reach agreement on points of principle; they have met with considerable success. The Leeuwenhorst Working Party is an. independent group drawn from eleven countries (six within the European Economic Community, together with Austria, East Germany, Hungary, Norway and Yugoslavia); it came into existence at a conference organized by the Dutch College of General Practitioners in 1974 in order to agree a European definition of a general practitioner. This proved surprisingly easy and the group went on to agree major objectives for the special training of general practitioners in Europe. These were published in 1976, together with the definition, in English and French and distributed by the World 0141-0768/78/100710-0 I/SO 1.00/0 Health Organization to all governments in Europe. The objectives have since been accepted as policy by the Royal College of General Practitioners in the United Kingdom and by the European Union of General Practitioners, which represents all general practitioners in the European Economic Community.
The second pamphlet! produced by the Leeuwenhorst Working Party is about the contribution that general practitioners can make to the undergraduate training of all doctors. It sets out the subjects which can suitably be taught in the setting of general practice as a wide range from which medical schools can choose.
Although in the United Kingdom the majority of medical students now do some part oftheir training in the general practice setting, this is not yet so in all countries of Europe. For instance, it is by no means the rule in France; in contrast, in the Netherlands it is expected of all medical students. In the European context, therefore, it is still important to state the reasons why this contribution is needed in the basic training of all future doctors. The pamphlet gives the following reasons: (I) Medical students need to see the way in which most people receive medical care for most of the time when they are in contact with medical services. (2) They need to see medicine in its most integrated form. (3) They need to see medicine centred as much or more on the person as on the 'case' or on the use of highly technical means. (4) Students who will become general practitioners (the largest group) need an introduction to this branch which will be developed later in their specific training. Those who will enter other branches need experience of general practice, to which they may act as consultants. (5) Medical students need a chance to see general practice as one of many possible career choices. (6) General practitioners can provide the medical school with a new and very large resource for teaching and research. (7) General practice needs the stimulation which belongs to the teaching of medical students as much as docs any other branch.
John 
